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1. Executive Summary 

 
Context 

● The following Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) report outlines the consultation process 

undertaken by Rigghill Wind Farm Ltd, hereafter known as “the Applicant”, during the public 

consultation process undertaken before submission of a major planning application for 

Rigghill Wind Farm. Rigghill Wind Farm Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of ERG UK Holding 

Ltd. 

 
● This Pre Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Invicta Public Affairs 

on behalf of Rigghill Wind Farm Ltd in relation to its application to North Ayrshire Council for 

consent for a 10 turbine wind farm at Rigghill Wind Farm. 

 
● This PAC Report identifies the relevant national and local guidance on how to undertake 

community involvement as well as setting out the approach that has been undertaken by the 

Applicant to inform, advise and consult with the local community. 

 
● In addition, in line with the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, this PAC Report specifically includes details of: 

○ Who has been consulted; 

○ How the statutory pre:application consultation requirements and those of the Council 

have been complied with; 

○ How the Applicant has responded to the findings of the pre-application consultation; 

○ Evidence of the pre-application process and how it was undertaken; and 

○ Evidence that the pre-application process is in addition to the opportunity to make 

comments directly to the Council once the planning application has been submitted. 

 
The Applicant 

 
● The Applicant is a renewable energy development company with UK offices in Edinburgh who 

has significant experience developing and consulting on wind projects in the region, obtaining 

planning permission from Dumfries and Galloway Council in 2016 for a 24 wind turbine 

development at Sandy Knowe. The Applicant was therefore able to draw on their experience 

in nearby local authorities, but also their prior engagement and consultation with the local 

communities surrounding wind farm sites. 

 
● The Applicant has undertaken a comprehensive programme of engagement and consultation 

with the communities surrounding the site of the proposed Rigghill Wind Farm. With 

surrounding communities, engagement has taken place since August 2019. These 

communities are; Skelmorlie Community Council, Largs Community Council, Fairlie 

Community Council, Cumbrae Community Council and West Kilbride Community Council. 

 
● Throughout the public consultation process the Applicant has employed a variety of different 

methods of engaging with the local communities and interested stakeholders relevant to the 

Rigghill Wind Farm site. 

 
● This has included: forming a Community Liaison Forum (CLF) made up of community 

representatives to provide an open channel of communication between the communities and 

the developer; a series of Public Exhibitions in Skelmorlie, Largs and Cumbrae; direct 

engagement (meetings and email correspondence) with relevant Community Councils and 

community groups; advertisements in the local press; the creation of a dedicated project 
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website containing latest news/updates, technical reports and exhibition materials and public 

notices and editorial content in the local media to update the public about the project and 

inform about public exhibitions. 

 
● The Community Liaison Group, first established in August 2019, has met on two occasions, 

and discussions were focused upon updating the communities regarding the application and 

identifying local projects that the proposed Rigghill Wind Farm community benefit fund and 

shared ownership revenues could fund. 

 
● The Applicant has taken care to consult with near neighbours to the site. Following the 

announcement of the exhibitions the Applicant has committed to meeting one to one with a 

number of near neighbours in order to address specific concerns. 

 
● The Applicant has discussed with the North Coast Locality the potential uses for a community 

benefit fund worth £5,000 per MW of installed capacity, the equivalent of up to £200,000 per 

year. 

 
● Priorities previously identified by the Community Liaison Forum as potential areas to be 

supported by the community benefit fund, and endorsed through feedback from the public 

exhibitions include supporting the delivery of community projects, investment in skills and 

training for local residents and improve public transport in the area. 

 
● Members of the project team have made themselves available to respond to questions from 

members of the public, Community Councils and other organisations. 

 

2. Introduction 

 
The Rigghill Wind Farm site is located on land 1km south-east of Skelmorlie consisting of 10 turbines, 

each with a tip height of up to 149.9m. The Applicant, in bringing forward the application, has 

undertaken a comprehensive programme of community engagement around the application 

consistent with its ethos to be a best practice developer and to ensure that local communities have 

been able to input to its proposal. 

 
A scoping report for Rigghill Wind Farm was submitted in August 2019 to North Ayrshire Council by 

ITP Energised on behalf of the client. The Scoping Report outlined a proposal for 12 x turbines 1km 

south east of Skelmorlie with a tip height of up to 149.9m. Scoping responses were received from 

North Ayrshire Council (Transportation and Environmental Health), SEPA, SNH, HES, Argyll and Bute 

Council, West of Scotland Archeology Service and The National Park Authority. 

 
As outlined through the Scoping Report and also detailed in the Applicants public exhibitions, the 

Applicant previously considered a larger development on the site incorporating from 33 - 12 - 10 

turbines. Addressing the concerns raised through early engagement with local stakeholders, the 

Applicant has now brought forward an application to North Ayrshire Council for 10 turbines at a height 

of up to 149.9m. 

 
The Applicant has confirmed that it will create a Community Benefit Fund (CBF) worth £5,000 per MW 

of total installed generating capacity per year. This would provide funds worth approximately up to 

£200,000 per annum for the Development. 

 
In full compliance with the Good Practice Principles for Shared Ownership of Onshore Renewable 

Energy Developments, the Applicant has entered into discussions with local stakeholders on the 
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opportunity to have Shared Ownership in the wind farm. This is over and above the Community 

Benefit Fund payments. 

 

3. Policy Guidance 

 
This section considers legislation, planning policy and other guidance that is relevant to the process of 

community involvement for the Proposed Development. 

 
3.1 Legislation 

 
The primary legislation is the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (amended in 2006 and 

2019). The Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006 introduced the Hierarchy of Developments and statutory 

requirements for pre-application consultation. As the scale of the Proposed Development is between 

20MW and 50MW it is classed as a ‘Major Development’ under the regulations. 

 
Pre-application consultation is required by way of Section 35A of the Act and Regulations specify that 

the Applicant must agree to a form of pre-application consultation through submission of a Proposal of 

Application Notice. Applications for planning permission for ‘Major Developments’ must also be 

accompanied by a Pre-Application Consultation Report and Design and Access Statement. 

 
3.2 Scottish Planning Policy 

 
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) sets out the national planning policies which reflects Scottish 

Ministers’ priorities for the operation of the planning system and the development and use of land. 

SPP sets out that all those involved with the planning system have a responsibility to engage and 

work together constructively and proportionately to achieve quality places for Scotland. It states: 

 
6. “Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available for everyone to engage in the 

development decisions which affect them. Such engagement between stakeholders should be early, 

meaningful and proportionate. Innovative approaches, tailored to the unique circumstances are 

encouraged, for example charrettes or mediation initiatives. Support or concern expressed on matters 

material to planning should be given careful consideration in developing plans and proposals and in 

determining planning applications. Effective engagement can lead to better plans, better decisions 

and more satisfactory outcomes and can help to avoid delays in the planning process.” 

 
3.3. PAN 3/2010 Community Engagement 

 
Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 Community Engagement provides advice to planning authorities 

and developers on ways of effectively engaging with communities on planning matters. It also 

provides advice to communities on how they can get involved in development projects and local plan 

making. 

 
PAN 3/2010 links directly with the National Standards for Community Engagement. These Standards 

set out the best practice principles for the way that councils and other public bodies should engage 

with communities. In relation to pre-application consultation requirements, PAN 3/2010 states: 

 
39. “Prospective applicants are required by law to consult communities  before  a  planning  

application is made for a national or major development. The purpose of pre-application consultation 

is for communities to be informed about development proposals and to have an opportunity to 

contribute their views before a formal planning application is submitted to the planning authority. Its 

aim is to improve the quality of planning applications, mitigate negative impacts where possible, 
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address misunderstandings, and air and deal with any community issues that can be tackled. During 

pre-application consultation the dialogue is between the community and the prospective applicant.” 

 
44. “As part of the pre-application consultation report, applicants should set out how they have 

responded to the comments made, including whether, and in what way, the proposals have changed 

as a result of this consultation. Whilst under no obligation to take onboard community views, or 

directly reflect them in any subsequent application, the proposals, if adjusted, should benefit from that 

engagement and assist the efficient consideration of applications once submitted.” 

 
In summary: 

● Pre-application consultation is a mandatory requirement for wind energy proposals over 

20MW and at least one public event must be held. 

● Planning applications for such projects should be preceded by a Proposal of Application 

Notice and accompanied by a PAC report. 

● The Scottish Government encourages good quality pre-application consultation to create 

better outcomes in the planning process. 

 

4. Community Engagement Strategy 

 
This section sets out the details of the methods of engagement used by the Applicant to consult with 

the community during the preparation of the planning application. It does not provide details of the 

pre-application engagement carried out with technical consultees such as Scottish National Heritage 

etc. Details of this engagement process are set out in the relevant chapters of the Environmental 

Statement. As part of the application process the Applicant delivered a wide ranging public 

consultation programme regarding both the development proposals and the associated community 

benefit funds. 

 
In developing the engagement strategy for this Proposed Development, and building on previous 

experience from other wind farm projects elsewhere, the Applicant considers that a programme of a 

consultation involving a series of public exhibitions and targeted engagement with community 

stakeholders has presented good opportunities for community participation, helping to generate useful 

feedback which has informed the design evolution of the project. The Applicant has worked closely 

with North Ayrshire Council to identify stakeholders and include the local communities within the 

engagement process. 

 
4.1 Proposal of Application Notice 

 
A prospective applicant for a major wind farm project must provide a Proposal of Application Notice no 

less than 12 weeks before submission of the application. It sets out how an applicant intends to carry 

out consultation and engage with the local community. The Applicant submitted a Proposal of 

Application Notice to North Ayrshire Council in November 2019. Copies of the Proposal of Application 

Notice were sent to: 

● North Ayrshire Council; 

● North Coast and Cumbraes ward councillors (North Ayrshire Council); 

● Dalry and West Kilbride ward councillors (North Ayrshire Council); 

● Dunoon and Isle of Bute ward councillors (Argyll and Bute); 

● Inverclyde South West ward councillors (Inverclyde); 

● Skelmorlie Community Council; 

● Largs Community Council; 

● Fairlie Community Council; 

● Cumbrae Community Council; 
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● West Kilbride Community Council; 

● Bute Community Council; 

● South Cowal Community Council; 

● Mr Kenneth Gibson MSP and 

● Ms Patricia Gibson MP. 

 
4.2 Community Councils 

 
Meetings and/or discussions took place between the Applicant and the following community councils 

at various stages: 

● Skelmorlie Community Council; July 2019 

● Largs Community Council; August 2019 

● Fairlie Community Council; August 2019 

● Cumbrae Community Council; August 2019 

● West Kilbride Community Council; August 2019 

● Bute Community Council; November 2019 

● South Cowal Community Council; December 2019 

 
The purpose of these meetings was to introduce the Proposed Development and listen to any 

feedback or concerns, to provide the Applicants contact details and to provide a timeline of key stages 

in the development. They also set out various details relating to the project such as planned 

timescales, methods for communication, planned consultation activities, community benefits and 

ownership, and the scope of the environmental studies to be undertaken. 

 
4.3 Community Liaison Forum (CLF) 

 
The Applicant established a Community Liaison Forum (CLF) of key local representatives to maintain 

an ongoing dialogue with community representatives. This followed engagement with North Ayrshire 

Council who encouraged engagement with communities within the North Coast Locality Partnership. 

Although the Rigghill Wind Farm site is entirely within the Skelmorlie Community Council boundary, 

the nature of a large wind energy proposal, which has a visual impact across a wider area than a 

single Community Council, meant that it was felt appropriate to also involve individuals from the three 

Community Councils forming a geographical continuum along the North Coast. All members of the 

Community Liaison Group agreed that this geographical extent was appropriate as the area of 

consultation. 

 
This Community Liaison Forum was designed to enable them to feed back any observations or 

concerns from members of the local community, as well as providing an opportunity for the Applicant 

to keep the local community informed about progress on technical studies prior to the submission of 

the application. The Forum also acted as a basis to begin discussions surrounding the associated 

Community Benefit Fund. 

 
The CLF included representatives from the Skelmorlie Community Council, Largs Community Council, 

Cumbrae Community Council, West Kilbride Community Council and Fairlie Community Council. The 

Applicant convened the Community Liaison Forum (CLF) for the application in 2019 and met on the 

below dates throughout that application:- 

 
● Monday 26th August 2019 

● Wednesday 27th November 2019 

● February/March 2020 (To be confirmed) 
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During these meetings, the Applicant provided members with an update on the Proposed 

Development as well as its intention to offer community ownership options, on top of the community 

benefit fund. The Applicant also updated members on its new regional procurement policy. The CLF 

members present highlighted their disappointment at the Scottish Government’s decision. The 

Applicant also provided members with a copy of the 10-turbine proposed layout for the scheme. 

 
The Applicant is committed to working with the Community Liaison Forum moving forward throughout 

the application process to ensure that where possible, both the community benefit model and the 

proposals are shaped by the local communities themselves. 

 
4.4 Residential Neighbours to the Site 

 
Immediate neighbours to the site have been contacted directly by the Applicant through telephone 

conversations and/or individual visits to properties to introduce the Proposed Development and listen 

to any feedback or concerns, to provide the Applicants contact details and to provide a timeline of key 

stages in the development. 

 
4.5 Local Councillors and Parliamentarians 

 
The Applicant first wrote to local Councillors and Parliamentarians in November 2018. This initial 

contact introduced the company and the prospect that an application may come forward in the future. 

Thereafter, all local ward councillors, neighbouring ward councillors (within both North Ayrshire 

Council, Argyll and Bute Council and Inverclyde Council), as well as local parliamentarians were 

contacted in November 2019 with the PAN notice. 

 
To introduce the proposals to the local community the Applicant held a series of stakeholder meetings 

with local ward members and senior councillors, regional MSPs, community councils and the local 

constituency MSP. The Applicant additionally engaged with the nearest site neighbours from the 

outset and held a number of private meetings with residents living closest to the site in order to 

address their particular concerns raised at the Public Exhibitions. 

 
4.6 Project Website 

 
A dedicated project website was created and updated with all materials presented at the Public 

Exhibitions, www.rigghillwindfarm.com. It was updated with electronic copies of the materials to allow 

those unable to attend the public exhibitions an opportunity to view the materials. 

 
4.6 Public Exhibitions 

 
A series of Public Exhibitions were held to introduce the application and give an opportunity for local 

communities to provide feedback on the proposals. Given the location of the site, it was decided to 

host the public exhibitions concerning the Proposed Development in Skelmorlie, Largs and Cumbrae 

across a three day period. The dates and venues were as follows:- 

 
● Tuesday 26th November 2019 - Skelmorlie Community Centre, 1pm-7pm 

● Wednesday 27th November 2019, Largs Library, 1pm-6pm 

● Thursday 28th November 2019, Garrison House, Cumbrae, 10am-2pm 

 
In order for as many people as possible to be able to attend the exhibitions, they were held across 

different times between 10am and 7pm to allow as many people as possible to visit during the day, 

after work and any other commitments. 

http://www.rigghillwindfarm.com/
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Members of the project team were in attendance at all times to answer any questions from attendees 

and encourage feedback. A public opinion survey was available at each exhibition with attendees 

encouraged to complete a form to outline their views on the proposals and the associated community 

benefit. It was made clear by the project team to all those that attended that completing the public 

opinion survey did not classify as a formal representation on the application. It was also made clear 

that the pre application consultation should be seen as part of the wider process and not as replacing 

the formal application process whereby representations can be made to the planning authority. 

 
The events were published via a variety of methods in order to inform people about the proposals and 

to make as many people in the area as possible aware of the public exhibitions. This included: 

 
● A press release issued to the local media giving information about the proposal, including the 

dates of the public exhibitions; 

● Advertisements in the local media detailing the public exhibitions; (Largs and Millport Weekly, 

Greenock Telegraph, Irvine Times, Arran Banner) 

● Invitation letters sent directly to stakeholders and near neighbours; 

● Via the dedicated project website www.rigghillwindfarm.com 

 
The public exhibitions were attended by the Applicant’s project team and consultants, namely: 

● Fraser Campbell, Operations Director, Burcote Wind 

● Marco Tiberi, Project Manager, ERG 

● Rebecca Todd, ITP Energised 

● Andy Garrison, 3D Web Technologies 

● Kirsty OBrien, Invicta Public Affairs 

● Steven Livingston, Invicta Public Affairs 

 
The following materials were provided at the public exhibitions to give visitors as complete an 

impression as possible of the Rigghill Wind Farm proposal: 

● 10 x exhibition pop up banners giving information on the proposal, including site location map 

and draft turbine layout. 

● 3D computer model showing how the Rigghill Wind Farm development would appear from 

anywhere in the North Coast locality. 

● Public Opinion Survey / Questionnaires. 

● Project brochure for people to take away from the exhibition. 

 
4.6 Summary of Consultation 

 
The public exhibitions were an important opportunity to collate feedback from residents living near to 

the Rigghill site regarding their views on the development. The section below summarises this 

feedback from the public exhibitions held. The section below summarises this feedback received from 

our most recent exhibitions at Skelmorlie Community Centre, Largs Library and Garrison House. Over 

70 people attended the 3 day events and 41 feedback forms were submitted. 

 
Ten exhibition boards were displayed that outlined the project’s previously journey and proposals, the 

proposed development layout, proposed access, mitigation that has been done over previous years, 

community benefit and ownership opportunities, timeline of the project and a case study on the 

positive engagement and support for ERG/Burcote Wind’s project at Sandy Knowe. A 3D model was 

also displayed to allow local neighbours to see what particular visibility they would have from any 

location within the North Coast. These could be their specific homes and key tourist points. The data 

used from this was collected by 3D Web Technologies and Ordnance Survey. 

http://www.rigghillwindfarm.com/
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The Applicant has also hosted a Community Liaison Forum on the evening of Wednesday 27th 

November with the five North Coast Locality communities (Largs, Skelmorlie, West Kilbride, Cumbrae 

and Fairlie) and two of the local ward councillors Cllr Ian Murdoch (Ind) and Cllr Alan Hill (SNP). The 

feedback was focussed on concerns regarding noise, cultural heritage and the possibility of a roman 

road located on the site / height and infrasound / amplitude modulation. The concerns were largely 

individual concerns and the local elected members were pleased to hear that the feedback from the 

public was more on visibility, which the 3D model assisted in reassuring wider concerns. 

 
The Applicant is committed to making sure their proposals are as relevant as possible to the local 

communities. Feedback taken from the public exhibitions in November 2019 allowed members of the 

public to see the impact the turbines would have visibility wise from certain locations and also 

highlighted their thoughts and feedback on both the Proposed Development and the potential uses for 

the associated Community Benefit Fund. Members of the project team currently continue to spend 

considerable time within the local area surrounding the Proposed Development. Further Community 

Liaison meetings will take place around formal submission. 

 
At the public exhibitions in November 2019, over 60% of those who completed a feedback form said 

that they were “Supportive” of renewable energy, with many commenting to members of the project 

team on the day that they were impressed by the limited visibility of the site to the local residents as 

they had previously envisaged. Those who said they were “opposed” to the proposals commented 

that they felt that the turbines should not be located within the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park but also 

that they were generally opposed to any further wind farm development in the local area due to 

concerns regarding infrasound and previous negative experiences with the two SSE Hunterston test 

turbines that were erected within the locality during previous years. 

 
Much of the feedback from the events in relation to the Community Benefit Fund has focused upon 

the need for local social and economic regeneration such as improving transport and offering 

opportunities for young people. 

 

However, in progressing with the development proposals, the Applicant will continue to be guided by 

the communities on how best to structure and manage any community benefit model that may come 

from this development. Discussions will also be progressed regarding a possible community 

ownership model as referred to above. Feedback from public exhibitions indicates that the Proposed 

Development would be acceptable amongst a positive share of the local residents within the areas 

affected and those that surround the scheme. 

 
With a specific focus on Skelmorlie, over 70% of those in attendance were pleased with the decision 

to change the proposed Access route, with previous suggestions having been that the access would 

come through the village. Concerns were still raised on the viability of this due to the tight corners. All 

in attendance and who completed the feedback forms had no other concerns surrounding 

construction and access. 

 
Noise and what local residents would hear from the development was a key issue raised by attendees 

at our exhibitions. The noise levels being assessed at 35DB on Rigghill Wind Farm as opposed to the 

accepted standard of 45DB on other sites was welcomed by close concerned residents. 

 
The location of the project was largely accepted due to the sloped location within Skelmorlie. The 

concerns around location came from a small number of attendees concerned about the Clyde 

Muirshiel Regional Park. These concerns were noted and those attendees were shown the distance 

of the site from both Clyde Muirshel visitor centres. 
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4.7 Consultation Outcomes 

 
Following the public exhibitions, the feedback was incorporated into the Applicants thoughts and 

position moving forward. It was noted that the feedback was around visibility, access, cultural heritage 

and infrasound. The feedback on visibility was considered positive by the Applicant, with only one 

turbine (number 10) causing any comment from local residents. It was established thereafter by the 

Applicant and the wider project team that the turbines, dropping over the previous years from 33 - 12 - 

10 was a positive move and that now all turbines were in the most sensitive and suitable location that 

they could be to avoid all environmental buffers and wildlife restrictions. 

 
The feedback on access was positive following earlier engagement which proposed access through 

the village of Skelmorlie. Many local residents noted they would prefer to keep the proposed access 

track via Routenburn Road and move all construction / turbine traffic away from the village into the 

site. The Applicant is committed to ensuring minimal disruption to the towns of Skelmorlie and Largs 

when access is required as this was welcomed by many attendees at the events. 

 
The feedback received on cultural heritage was noted by the Applicant, specifically those concerns 

around a potential Roman Road around the site. Following a review of this, the Applicant has 

committed to an offset this by seeking to align beyond doubt the existence of a roman road. The 

Applicant is committed to providing archeological analysis on the site which can give detail to local 

residents. The Applicant will also have measures in place that should a road be discovered, the 

construction of the site would work around this. There will also be an archeologist on site during 

construction. 

 
The feedback received in relation to infrasound was noted through the public exhibitions and also 

early engagement with members of the local community. The Applicant has since commissioned 

Hayes McKenzie Partnership to produce a detailed investigative analysis on the topic with the 

evidence that has been presented to the Applicant and also readily available online. Following this, 

the Applicant has taken the position that there is no real risk on the topic of infrasound in relation to 

the Rigghill Wind Farm project. 

 
4.8 Further Consultation 

 
Following these consultation activities, the Applicant analysed all feedback provided and wrote to 

stakeholders and local elected members, neighbouring ward members and MP, MSP to summarise 

the feedback and invite any further comments for consideration. The Applicant also advised of the 

expected timeline for submission and invited further Community meetings to be held ahead of 

submission. 

 

5. Community Benefit Fund 

 
The Applicant places great significance on preparatory work with the local community around the 

deployment of Community Benefit Funds associated with its wind farm developments, with the 

principal aim that these funds should benefit the local communities economically. 

 
The Community Benefit Fund has been calculated as a payment-per-megawatt (MW) of installed 

electricity generating capacity. The Applicant’s Community Benefit Fund pays an industry recognised 

£5,000 per MW, with a total fund of around £200,000 per year if granted consent. The Applicant 

wishes to ensure that the fund will not only provide funds to assist individual community projects, 

organisations and initiatives, but will enable economic growth. 
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The Applicant's initial discussions with the community elicited a number of ideas that have formed 

from previous applications the Applicant has been involved in. These include using funds to support 

the delivery of community projects such as community centres, invest in skills and training for local 

residents including apprenticeships and improve public transport in the area. 

 
These priorities were presented to the local communities at the Public Exhibitions in November 2019 

as proposed areas of community benefit funding alongside the new application. The Applicant will 

continue to work with the local community over the coming months while the application is considered. 

 
5.1 Management Audit and Governance of the Community Benefit Fund 

 
The Applicant is keen to ensure that the Community Benefit Fund resulting from an approval for the 

project is properly managed and allocated in line with agreed criteria, with the local communities 

retaining ultimate control. The Applicant will work with the local community, through the North Ayrshire 

Locality Partnership and the ongoing CLF for the project to determine how best to structure and 

manage the Community Benefit Fund if consented. 

 
The Applicant’s approach to the Community Benefit Fund has been taken forward on the basis of the 

application of best practice and will be developed through direct engagement with relevant community 

stakeholders to shape the approach and management mechanisms. The final detail of the approach 

will be fully detailed and documented with the relevant parties following consent, and prior to 

implementation of the proposed development. 

 

6. Community Ownership 

 
Alongside a significant Community Benefit Fund, the Applicant is also committed to offering local 

communities surrounding their developments an opportunity to take up an offer of part ownership of 

the project. The Scottish Government has made formal policy commitment as set out within the 

Onshore Wind Policy Statement 2017, calling for half of all newly consented onshore renewable 

energy developments to have an element of community ownership by 2020. 

 
In previous developments, the Applicant has reached agreements with local community development 

trusts to bring the equivalent of one turbine under community ownership, which would see the local 

communities receiving the equivalent of 1 turbine of the development’s net profits each year. This was 

presented to the communities involved within the Rigghill Wind Farm project as a discussion to take 

forward as the application progresses. 

 

7. Summary 

 
The Applicant has conducted a wide ranging programme of community consultation for the proposed 

Rigghill Wind Farm. The Applicant believes strongly in adopting a best practice approach to 

community consultation and aims to be seen as a best in class developer when consulting with local 

communities. The establishment of a Community Liaison Forum (CLF) in the area has allowed many 

of the key stakeholders in the area, including (but not limited to) Community Council representatives, 

to be kept informed of project progress and debate any issues to do with the proposal, including the 

community benefit fund, its model and priorities. It was made clear from the outset that participation in 

the CLF was entirely non-prejudicial to whatever stance each member chose to take on the eventual 

planning application. 
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The Applicant has continued to undertake in-depth and lengthy discussions with local community 

members, to ensure that their questions, concerns and feedback were taken into consideration when 

shaping the final proposals for the Proposed Development. The Community has been actively 

involved in continued engagement from August 2019 ahead of submission. There have been two 

Community Liaison Forums held since that date with a further CLF planned around the application 

submission. Following submission, meetings with the community groups will be diarised throughout 

the application process to keep everyone as best informed of the application as it moves forward. 

 
The Applicant is keen to demonstrate good practice and has introduced two policies in order to 

demonstrate this. The first is the offer of community ownership options, equivalent to that of one 

turbine, on top of the Community Benefit Fund as part of the Proposed Development. The second is 

the Applicants Local Procurement Policy whereby local contractors will have a 5% price advantage 

when tendering for contracts relating to the Proposed Development. This will be developed nearer the 

time of tendering and construction. 

 
The process of engagement has helped to highlight the local issues and concerns that are relevant to 

the development of a wind farm at this site. Overall, the Applicant has sought to ensure the 

community has been involved in the project during the preparation of the planning application. 

 

8. The Consultation Process 

 
8.1 Timeline 

 
The timeline below sets out the key dates in relation to the consultation process. 

 

Date Activity Undertaken Attendance / Outcome 

November 2018 Letter to local ward councillors, 

MP & MSP. 

 

July 2019 Meeting with Skelmorlie 

Community Council 

Skelmorlie Community Council 

Cllr Alan Hill 

Cllr Ian Murdoch 

 
Skelmorlie Community Council 

showed a willingness to engage and 

interest in the community benefit 

funding that could come from a project. 

It was agreed they would host a wider 

community meeting with the North 

Coast Locality representatives 

engaged. 

July 2019 Letter of engagement to 5 North 

Coast Locality communities. 

Agreement to meet on 26th August 

2019 in Skelmorlie Community Centre 

August 2019 Meeting with North Coast Locality 

communities to introduce the 

project. 

Skelmorlie Community Council 

Fairlie Community Council 

Largs Community Council 

West Kilbride Community Council 

Cllr Ian Murdoch 

 
Apologies: Cllr Alan Hill and Cumbrae 
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Community Council. 

 
Questions put to the Applicant on 

height and noise concerns from this 

kind of development. Made aware 

there will be an opportunity to view 

final design, proposals at public 

exhibitions before the end of the year 

and the Applicant offered to host 

one-to-one meetings with each 

community. 

October 2019 Meeting with Skelmorlie 

Community Council 

Skelmorlie CC Chairperson 

Skelmorlie CC Vice-Chair 

 
Discussions were around the potential 

to revise access and Cultural Heritage 

November 2019 Meeting with Fairlie Community 

Council 

Fairlie Community Council and Largs 

Community Council were represented. 

 
Meeting was focussed around the 

infrasound / amplitude modulation 

concerns that residents have raised in 

relation to their experience with 

Hunterston Test Turbines. 

November 2019 Meeting with Cumbrae Community 

Council 

Cumbrae Community Council 

Cllr Ian Murdoch 

 
The Applicant attended Cumbrae CC’s 

monthly meeting to present to them 

(given their absence in August) the 

plans for the development and make 

them aware of our upcoming Public 

Exhibitions. 

November 2019 Public Exhibitions 

 
Tuesday 26th November: 

Skelmorlie Community Centre 

 
Wednesday 27th November: 

Largs Library 

 
Thursday 28th November: 

Cumbrae, Garrison House 

 

November 2019 Community Liaison Forum Skelmorlie Community Council 

Fairlie Community Council 

Largs Community Council 

West Kilbride Community Council 

Cumbrae Community Council 

Cllr Ian Murdoch 

Cllr Alan Hill 
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8.2 Stakeholders 

 
The following stakeholders were sent direct correspondence to inform them about the Proposed 

Development, including information about the public exhibition. Reference to ‘stakeholders’ 

throughout this document refers principally to the groups below. 

 
● Skelmorlie Community Council 

● Largs Community Council 

● Cumbrae Community Council 

● Fairlie Community Council 

● West Kilbride Community Council 

● Bute Community Council 

● South Cowal Community Council 

● Dalry and West Kilbride Ward Councillors 

○ Cllr Joy Brahim (SNP) 

○ Cllr Robert Barr (Ind) 

○ Cllr Todd Ferguson (Con) 

● North Coast and Cumbraes Ward Councillors 

○ Cllr Alan Hill (SNP) 

○ Cllr Tom Marshall (Con) 

○ Cllr Ian Murdoch (Ind) 

○ Cllr Alex Gallagher (Lab) 

● Inverclyde South West Ward Councillors 

○ Cllr Gerry Dorrian (Lab) 

○ Cllr Innes Nelson (SNP) 

○ Cllr Luciano Rebecchi (Lib Dem) 

● Isle of Bute Ward Councillors 

○ Cllr Jim Findlay (SNP) 

○ Cllr Len Scoullar (Ind) 

○ Cllr Jean Murray Moffat (Ind) 

● Parliamentarians 

○ Patricia Gibson MP (SNP) 

○ Kenneth Gibson MSP (SNP) 

 
The Applicant has sought to engage directly with key stakeholders regarding Rigghill Wind Farm, in 

particular with the local Community Councils and ward councillors. Throughout engagement with 

stakeholders it was made clear that any consultation undertaken prior to the submission of the 

application should be not be seen as replacing the formal application process whereby 

representations can be made to the planning authority. The following stakeholders were sent direct 

correspondence to inform them about the Rigghill Wind Farm proposal, including dates of public 

exhibitions, throughout the course of the consultation period: 

 
● Skelmorlie Community Council 

● Largs Community Council 

● Cumbrae Community Council 

● Fairlie Community Council 

● West Kilbride Community Council 

● Bute Community Council 

● South Cowal Community Council 

● All residents within 2km of the site boundary 

● Inverclyde Chamber of Commerce 
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● North Ayrshire Council 

● North Coast and Cumbraes ward councillors 

● Dalry and West Kilbride ward councillors 

● Isle of Bute ward councillors 

● MP / MSPs (constituency and regional) 

● Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce 

● BNI Business Networking Ayrshire 

● North Ayrshire Economic Development and Regeneration Board (EDRB) 

● CEIS Ayrshire 

● Ayrshire Business Gateway - Irvine 

● Inverclyde South West ward councillors 

● Largs and Millport Weekly News (Newspaper) 

● Irvine Times (Newspaper) 

● Greenock Telegraph (Newspaper) 

● Arran Banner (Newspaper) 

 

 
9. Appendices 

 

- Figure 1, Location Map 
 

 

 

- Figure 2, Site Layout Map 
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- Proposal of Application Notice (November 2019) 
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- Public Exhibition Feedback Form (November 2019) 
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- Public Exhibition Feedback Form Responses (November 2019) 

 
Question 1: Where do you live? 

 
 

Number Percentage 

Skelmorlie 15 37% 
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Largs 14 35% 

Cumbrae 8 20% 

Other 3 8% 

 
 

Question 2: How helpful have you found this public exhibition? 

 
 

Number Percentage 

Very Helpful 24 56% 

Helpful 16 39% 

Neither 1 5% 

Unhelpful 0 
 

Very Unhelpful 0 
 

 
Question 3: North Ayrshire Council announced a Climate Emergency in 2019. Renewable Energy will 

play a key role in addressing Climate Change. Are you supportive of the benefits renewable energy 

can deliver? 

 
 

Number Percentage 

Yes 36 88% 

No 0 
 

Undecided 5 12% 

 
Question 4: In principle, do you support the use of onshore wind power as a renewable energy 

source? 

 
 

Number Percentage 

Yes 26 64% 

No 0 
 

Undecided 15 36% 

 
Question 5: Please provide your comments on the proposed Rigghill Wind Farm development? 

 
Location 

Overall the location of the project was acceptable to local residents given the limited visibility. 

 
Comments include:- 

● The more renewable energy we have the better 
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● Will be visible from Cumbrae highest point but supportive the majority of Millport residents 

won’t have sight. 

● Good location that minimises visual pollution. Good work done on researching ecology. 

● Happy with limited visibility from neighbours. 

● Happy with visuals and proposed access. 

● Will be happy with noise facts in place if location stays the same. 

● Concerns over Regional Park location. 

 
Number of turbines 

Overall, those local residents who attended and viewed the 3D model were largely supportive of the 

reduction in the number of turbines from 33 in 2013 to 10-12 in 2019. 

 
Comments include:- 

● Glad to see reduction in turbines to a more suitable scale. 

● The reduction in turbines means less effect on wildlife. 

● Turbine number 10 is the only one with potential visibility for Skelmorlie residents. 

● Sensitive to the area. 

● Concerns about the number of turbines will rise again. 

● Visibility from Bute and Cowal is a key consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Community Council Stakeholder Letter / Public Exhibition Invite (November 2019) 
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- Public Notice (November 2019) 
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- Press Release (November 2019) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Project Brochure (November 2019) 
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- Exhibition Boards (November 2019) 
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