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WELCOME TO THE 
RIGGHILL WIND FARM  

VIRTUAL WEBINAR. 
PLEASE MUTE YOURSELF TO ALLOW THE TEAM TO PRESENT

TO ASK A QUESTION, PLEASE USE THE CHAT FUNCTION IN  
THE BOX TO THE RIGHT OF THE PAGE

THE TEAM WILL ADDRESS ALL QUESTIONS AT THE END  
OF THE PRESENTATION.

THE TEAM WILL GO THROUGH THE PRESENTATION IN  
DETAIL AT 1 : 15PM, 3 : 15PM AND 5:15PM



EXISTING UK PROJECTS
 » Sandy Knowe Wind Farm, Dumfries and  
Galloway, Scotland

 » Creag Riabhach Wind Farm, Sutherland, Scotland

 » Craiggore Wind Farm, County Londonderry,  
Northern Ireland

 » Evishagaran Wind Farm, County Londonderry,  
Northern Ireland

ERG
ERG Group is a European renewable power producer, with an 
office in Edinburgh, which has been operating successfully in the 
energy sector for 80 years. In recent years ERG has completed a 
radical transformation of its business, transitioning from being a 
major privately–owned oil company to being a leading independent 
operator in the market for electricity from clean, renewable sources.

ERG is active in seven countries — in the UK, France, Germany, 
Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and Italy, where it is now the leading wind 
energy operator — owning and operating wind farms with a total 
installed capacity of 2GW. ERG is among the top ten wind energy 
operators in Europe by installed capacity, with 11 projects totaling 
540MW currently under construction in Europe (excluding UK). 
In 2018, ERG committed to investing up to 0.5billion within the  
UK market.

BURCOTE WIND
Burcote Wind is a Scottish renewables company based in 
Dunfermline, operating since 2009. We have an active portfolio of 
projects throughout Scotland including the consented Sandy Knowe 
Wind Farm in Dumfries and Galloway.
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RIGGHILL WIND FARM



PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
The wind farm will be approximately 42MW, the next slide shows the indicative turbine and infrastructure layouts for Rigghill Wind Farm.

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT WILL COMPRISE:

 » 10 turbines up to 149.9m height from 
 base to blade tip

 » Wind Farm maximum 50 MW output

 » Turbine Hardstandings & Laydown Areas

 » Access Tracks 

 » On Site Substation

 » Watercourse Crossings

 » Temporary Construction Compound

 » Borrow Pit Search Area

 » 30 Year Lifespan with Grid Connection  
from 2024

WWW.RIGGHILLWINDFARM.COM



WHY THIS SITE?
Since the project’s inception in 2013, we have continuously observed high wind speeds and have been working on a design which reduces the impact on the 
limited amount of sensitive environments and species found in the area. As such, we have decreased the number of turbines to be included in the development 
from 33 to 10 to reduce the adverse effects of the Proposed Development on the environmental receptors in the surrounding areas.
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When designing the layout, we considered many aspects of 
the local environment to reduce the impact of the proposed 
development, such as:

 » Bat Habitat & Roosting Sites 
 » Cultural Heritage
 » Peat Depth
 » Watercourses
 » Ecological and Ornithological Designations

WHY WIND?
Renewable energies are sources of clean, inexhaustible and 
increasingly competitive energy. They differ from fossil fuels 
principally in their diversity, abundance and potential use for 
anywhere on the planet, but above all that, they produce neither 
greenhouse gases - which cause climate change - nor polluting 
emissions. The earth’s fossil fuel supplies (oil, gas, coal) are limited 
and will be depleted over time.

In order to limit global warming and to tackle climate change, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has said that 
global human-caused emissions of carbon dioxide will need to 
reach ‘net zero’ by 2050.

By 2030, the Scottish Government aims to generate 50% of 
Scotland’s overall energy consumption from renewable sources 
and by 2050 they aim to have decarbonised our energy system 
almost completely.



VISUALISATIONS
Visualisations from around the local area.
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© Crown Copyright and database right 2020 Licence Number 0100031673.

OS reference 223296 E 665471 N
Elevation 165.7 m AOD
Direction of view 289°
Nearest turbine 1.29 km

Camera Canon EOS 5D Mark II
Lens Canon EF 50mm f/1.4
Camera height 1.5m AGL
Date & time taken 21/09/2019 10:28

Horizontal field of view 53.5° (planar projection)
Principal distance 812.5 mm
Paper size 841 x 297 mm (half A1)
Correct printed image size 820 x 260 mm

Photomontage

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Figure 5.18d
Viewpoint 2: Brisbane Glen Road Photomontage   
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© Crown Copyright and database right 2020 Licence Number 0100031673.

OS reference 220153 E 667449 N
Elevation 122.6 m AOD
Direction of view 126°
Nearest turbine 1.34 km

Camera Canon EOS 5D Mark II
Lens Canon EF 50mm f/1.4
Camera height 1.5m AGL
Date & time taken 21/09/2019 11:35

Horizontal field of view 53.5° (planar projection)
Principal distance 812.5 mm
Paper size 841 x 297 mm (half A1)
Correct printed image size 820 x 260 mm

Photomontage

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Figure 5.17d
Viewpoint 1: Skelmorlie Golf Course Photomontage   

VISUALISATIONS
Visualisations from around the local area.
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© Crown Copyright and database right 2020 Licence Number 0100031673.

OS reference 219297 E 665705 N
Elevation 4.5 m AOD
Direction of view 80°
Nearest turbine 1.86 km

Camera Canon EOS 5D Mark II
Lens Canon EF 50mm f/1.4
Camera height 1.5m AGL
Date & time taken 21/09/2019 11:15

Horizontal field of view 53.5° (planar projection)
Principal distance 812.5 mm
Paper size 841 x 297 mm (half A1)
Correct printed image size 820 x 260 mm

Photomontage

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Figure 5.19d
Viewpoint 3: Skelmorlie Castle / Meigle Bay Photomontage   

VISUALISATIONS
Visualisations from around the local area.

Wemyss Bay Viewpoint



LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
In response to NatureScot’s consultation response for further information, further site work has been carried out and viewpoint photography taken from within 
the Wild Land Area (WLA). These viewpoints have been selected to represent those parts of the WLA from where theoretical visibility is shown to occur on the 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV).The viewpoints are all located in the north-west corner of the WLA, which reflects the localised extent of visibility within the 
WLA (only 7.43% of the WLA would be affected by visibility).

Across the majority of the WLA the Proposed Development will not give rise to any significant effects on the perception of wildness qualities. This area includes 
the most sensitive core and eastern extents, where wildness qualities are expressed to their greatest strength.

While the Proposed Development will introduce a wind farm development that will be close in range and large in scale, it will occur outwith the WLA, where the 
effect will be moderated by the existing presence and influence of human artefacts and land uses, which already has an influence across this western aspect.

The Applicant and their technical consultant OPEN can confirm that they stand by the assessment of residual effects as presented in the 2020 EIAR.

ECOLOGY AND NATURE 
CONSERVATION
Consultees voiced no objections to the Proposed Development specifically 
related to ornithology.

SEPA requested additional information on habitats and mitigation to protect 
important habitats. The Applicant undertook further surveys of the habitats 
identified by SEPA and confirmed that the assessment and mitigation 
proposed within the EIA Report remain appropriate.

NatureScot did not object to the Proposed Development and the Applicant 
agrees to NatureScot’s requests that a Deer Management Plan and a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan be conditions to the consent.

NOISE
North Ayrshire Council Environmental Health Officer raised a number of 
queries regarding the noise assessment that was provided in the EIA Report. 
The Applicant confirmed in the SEI that the noise assessment followed 
recognised guidance to evaluate noise from wind farms.

The Applicant can confirm that they stand by the assessment of residual 
effects as presented in the 2020 EIAR.
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SEI RESPONSE AND MITIGATION



CULTURAL HERITAGE
Historic Environment Scotland objected to the Proposed Development on the grounds of a significant effect on the setting of Outerwards Roman Fortlet as a 
consequence of a change in the view out across the Firth of Clyde. However, the Applicant maintains that this change in view would not be of such a magnitude 
or level of significance as to affect the integrity of the setting of the monument or to detract from the ability to understand and appreciate the cultural heritage 
value or significance of the asset.

A detailed programme of archaeological mitigation works will be undertaken in advance of any development.

GEOLOGY, PEAT, HYDROLOGY 
AND HYDROGEOLOGY
SEPA requested additional information regarding Private Water Supplies 
(PWS) in the area surrounding the Proposed Development and amendments 
to the Outline Peat Management Plan submitted as part of the EIA Report.

The Applicant undertook additional surveys to compliment the information 
provided in the EIA Report on PWS. There are 4 operational PWS within 
or in close proximity to the site boundary. The Applicant will implement 
appropriate mitigation during construction and decommissioning to protect 
the PWS, their catchments and infrastructure.

The Applicant submitted an amended Outline Peat Management Plan which 
took onboard SEPA’s comments to maximise protection and restoration of 
peat on site.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT
North Ayrshire Council requested additional information on the transport 
assessment and the route of abnormal loads.

The Applicant has request that a suspensive planning condition be 
implemented on the consent to provide further details of the abnormal 
load route and any road widening required.
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SEI RESPONSE AND MITIGATION



COMMUNITY BENEFIT
We believe passionately in the need for renewable energy but are also acutely 
aware of the necessity for sensitive and sustainable development, which is 
of benefit to the communities in which it will be located. We have committed 
to make an annual award of £5,000 per MW to the local communities within 
the North Coast Locality up to £210,000 per annum.

At another of our projects, Sandy Knowe Wind Farm communities have 
recently drawn down an advance sum of their Community Benefit Funding 
during the Covid-19 pandemic to provide their local primary schools with 
new IT equipment which will allow home and blended learning for their young 
people. This project will be operational by 2022.

COMMUNITY 
OWNERSHIP
We are committed to exploring community ownership proposals with the 
local community to invest in the wind farm and share in the profits and returns 
across the 25 year life span through their ownership stake. We are delivering 
a comparable model of this through our project at Sandy Knowe, Dumfries 
and Galloway with their local community Trust and have signed an MoU which 
will allow them to invest in the project.

LOCAL PROCUREMENT 
POLICY
We believe that it is important to ensure as much benefit as possible is 
kept within the local area. We will provide a preferential bespoke local 
procurement policy across all of Ayrshire which will offer local contractors 
at a 5% price advantage when tendering for contracts related to the wind 
farm. The construction phase of the wind ward would offer a number of 
jobs over 12–18 months. Moving towards the operational stage of the 
project, we normally have 5–10 retained contractors involved with the 
operations and maintenance of the development.
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TIMELINE

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
The proposed wind farm will have a capacity of around 42 MW with each wind turbine having a tip height of up to 149.9 metres.
This information can be readily accessed on our project website at www.rigghillwindfarm.com  or by calling our Community Hotline on 0141 212 7123.

Please visit the link below, which is also available on our website.

www.rigghillwindfarm.com
Please note this feedback does not replace formal consultation with North Ayrshire Council.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION  Q4 2019
In advance of our initial submission, we held three public exhibition events in November 2019 across Skelmorlie, Largs and Cumbrae which saw over 75 attendees 
across the three venues present their feedback to the project team. Following constructive feedback from consultees the proposed development was reduced from 
12 turbines (at scoping in August 2019) to 10 turbines (at submission).

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION Q1 2020
Initial Coronavirus guidance from the government emerged Q1 2020 which, in the interest of public safety, advised all planning applications to be accessible on 
digital platforms until March 2021 at the earliest. All planning application information was uploaded and available on the Rigghill Wind Farm website.

FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION SUBMITTED Q3 2020

VIRTUAL PUBLIC EXHIBITION Q4 2020

EVALUATION OF APPLICATION BY NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL Q4 2020


